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Who was Elon Musk?

By his fanbase he has been defined:

 “innovator”

                “inventor”

                          “visionary”                        



Was Elon Musk a Visionary?

Visionary: ”one who indulges in impractical fantasies.”

Was he a visionary in the innovative sense or in the impractical sense?

Practical: fit for action, fit for business



Fit for
business?



Let’s talk about Tesla

The company was losing 8000$ per minute
It used government funds and deposits to reserve cars 
that may be shipped years later





What about SpaceX?
Limited reuse of the landed
missiles: less than 50%.

Sold launches to space agencies before 
being able to provide the missiles.



?



SolarCity: hanging on a cliff

Only supported by money from SpaceX and 
Tesla

Its bankrupted stocks have been bought by 
Tesla and SpaceX

Musk was shutting it down



SolarCity

The quantity of MW/acre decreased every year!



One thing he was good at: exploiting the market

By 2015, U.S. governments alone gave his companies US$5 billion through direct 
grants, tax breaks, cut-rate loans, tax credits and rebates.



Tesla relies heavily on manufacturing incentives and zero-emissions credits:
it could not exist without government subsidies.



For instance?

2015: In Denmark, Tesla 
sold 2738 cars.

2016: government gave no 
subsidies;
Tesla sold 176 cars.

Vertical drop: 94%.



What is his legacy?

He left 3 failing companies

and got a lot of money from governments and private supporters to develop unfeasible 
technologies




